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SUBJECT: GDR COVERAGE OF CHARTER 77. 

1 . THE GDR HAS THUS FAR REFRAINED FROM INDEPENDENT COMMENTARY 
IN ITS MEDIA COVERAGE ON THE CHARTER 77 CONTROVERSY IN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. ON THE INSIDE PAGES OF ITS JANUARY 15 EDITION, 

HOWEVER SED ORGAN NEUES DEUTSCHALND REPRINTED EXTENSIVE EXERPTS FROM A 

JANUARY 12 RUDE PRAVO EDITORIAL ATTACKING THE CHARTER 77 
GROUP AND REPEATING THAT THE YEAR 1968 WOULD NOT BE REPEATED 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. ON JANUARY 18, ND REPORTS THAT CEZCH 
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CITIZENS "OTTO ORNEST , V.H. J.L. AND F.P." WERE 

ARRESTED ON JANUARY 17 FOR CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES AGAINST 

THE REPUBLIC. IT NOTES THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS HAD 

LONG BEEN IN CONTACT WITH FOREIGN ENEMIES AND EMIGRATION 

CENTERS AND HAD GIVEN THEM MATERIALS DAMAGING TO 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA. IT FURTHER REPORTS THAT THOSE ARRESTED 

HAD USED MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS OF CAPITALIST 
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STATES TO BRING PUBLICATION INTO CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

2. COMMENT: THE GDR PRESS HAS FOCUSED MORE ON THE 
RECENT VISITS OF FONMIN BOHUSLAV CHNOUPEK JANUARY 7 
AND KAREL HOFFMANN, CHAIRMAN OF THE CZECH LABOR MOVEMENT 
JANUARY 19 THAN ON DEVELOPMENTS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. THE 
JOINT PRESS DECLARATION ISSUED AFTER THE CHNOUPEK 
VISIT FOR EXAMPLE STRESSED FURTHER GDR/CSSR FOREIGN 
POLICY COORDINATION ON THE BASIS OF THE BUCHAREST WARSAW 
PACT MEETING. WE HAVE RECEIVED THE IMPRESSION FROM A 
CZECH DIPLOMAT THATTHE CHNOUPEK VISIT WAS NOT RPT NOT 
INTENDED PRIMARILY FOR COORDINATING BILATERAL VIEWS 
ON RECENT DOMESTIC EVENTS IN EITHER COUNTRY. THE RE- 
PRINTING OF EXTENSIVE EXCERPTS FROM RUDE PRAVO MAY BE 
INTENDED BY THE REGIME AS A COUNTERWEIGHT TO WESTERN 
RADIO COVERAGE OF CZECH DEVELOPMENTS. AND AS AN 
INDIRECT WARNING TO GDR CITIZENS THAT THE REGIME WILL 
NOT TOLERATE OPEN EXPRESSIONS OF DISSENT. MENTION OF 
CAPITALIST EMBASSIES MAY BE ADISTURBING NEW ELEMENT 
OF GDR MEDIA COVERAGE ON SUCH SUBJECTS. TO DATE 
ONLY THE FRG PERMANENT MISSION HAS BEEN SINGLED OUT 
FOR CRITICISM OF ITS ACTIVITIES HERE, 

THOUGH NOT SPECIFICALLY FOR BRINGING IN PUBLICATIONS. 
POLANSKY 
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